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Federal Election Commission
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Re: Billy Long for Congress
Matter Number: MUR6271

Dear Mr. Jordan:

I am counsel for Billy Long for Congress (the "Committee"). The Committee has
received your letter dated April 16, 2010 addressed to Mr. Ron Neville, as treasurer of the
Committee. Essentially identical letters were sent to the candidate, Billy Long, and J. Mark
Haseltiiw at Bmy Long Auctions, LLC (the "Company"). I have interviewed all of these letter
recipients and am makuig this response on behalf^ (I have actually interviewed
representatives of the Company instead of Mr. Haseltine. Mr. HaseMneisalawyerandthe
registered agent for the Company, but he u not mvolvedwim the Oxnpaiiy's operations.) In that
regard, I have enclosed a Statement of Designation of Counsel for each of these letter red

Vmir \*H*r at»te« flint ypii h^w rmt^vrA ft cnrnpla^ftf ft^t ptyijcuf

may have violated the Federal Election Canmaign Act of Wl, as amended (the MAct"). Your
letter attaches the complaint The complaining party is Clayton Bowler of Ozark, Missouri, who
for months has maintaiiied an a^ We are uncertain whether Mr.
Bowler is acting independently or whether he hasa<x>nnpctionwimoneoftfaeotneTcandid«tPS
in the campaign to fill the open 7*Q)ngressiooal District seat in Missouri. However, his
disturbing that Mr. Bowler's complamt mdudes sewend fiictiid
based upon speculation without any factual support for his conclusions.

Although the complaint includes mmierousclainis, let me attempt to provide a short Ust
of Mr. Bowler's assertions:

1. The Company is making illegal corporate contributions.



2.

3.
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The Committee is not paying for the use of office space and office staff at the
Company.
Curtis Trent is walking for the Committee while on the payroll of the Company.

The first assertion in Mr. Bowler's complaint is clearly not supported by the facts. Mr.
Bowler claims that the Company is making illegal corporate contributions to the Committee.
Fast, Mr. Bowler has apparently not bothered to review the reports that have been filed with the
FEC which clearly show that the Company is NOT a corporation. It is a limited liability
company as is clearly indicated by the name of the Company; Billy Long Auctions, kL£.
(emphasis added.) For your mfbimation I have attached the Aitidesrf
Company has filed with the Missouri Secretary of State and the Certificate of Organization
which has been issued by the Missouri Secretary of State. It is obviously not possible for the
Company to make illegal corporate contributions to the Committee when it is not a corporation.

$ 352.00
1,057.04

969.81

Related to Mr. Bowler's first complaint, he claims that the Committee is making some
sort of iUegal use of the office space aiidofito staff of the Compaiiy. Again, Mr. Bo wkr makes
these assertions without considering all of the facts and without reviewing the reports that have
been filed with FEC. These reports show that the Committee has regularly made payments to the
Company to reimburse the Company for certain expenses. The reports that have been filed with
the FEC show the following reimbursements to the Company:

Pats
3/31/09
6/30/09
7/06709
9/30/09

10/21/09
11/04/09
12/31/09
3/31/10

Total

783.76
451.40

2,810.86
2,660.44

$10,966.15

Office Staff & Supplies
Office Staff & Supplies
Advertising Reimbursement
Staff time, Postage ft Rental
Stamps, Envelopes, Labels

Office Staff; Space, Phones
Office Rent, Billboard, Office Staff and
Postage

For your information, I have also attached the internal billings fix>m me Com]
Ommhteethalprovidca

••

Company to the
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The Committee sincerely believes mat it has reimbursed the Company for the proper
amount of each of these expenditures and for all items mat have been provided to the Committee
by me Company. If it is determined that the Committee has not reimbursed the Company for

item or that the Committee has not adequately reimbursed the Company for an item, the
Committee would likely adjust fts reimbursement in accordance with such determination.
However, if the Committee did not provide additional reimbursement to the Company, the un-
adjusted rambufsement could legitimately be conao^vM an in-kuid contribution by the
Company. Such in-kind contribution would also not have any issues with being limited to a
specific dollar amount Mr. Long is the 100% owner of the Company. Any in-kind
contributions from the Company would be aUocated to Mr. Ix>ng ma similar manner to any
other partnenhip/LLC contribution. And, since essentially unlimited contributions from Mr.
Long, as the candidate, are permitted, no excess contributions would have occurred.

Mr. Bowler's complaint also raises questions about the work that Curtis Trent docs for
the Committee and the Company. Mr. Bowler is under the mistaken impression that Mr. Trent
works for both the Committee and the Company. He does not He is a recent law school
graduate and passer of the bar exam and not an auctioneer. Mr. Trent does not work for the
Company. Mr. Trent works solely for me campaign. Mr. Bowler again apparently failed to
actually fgineur the EBT tiepnrta that hanie been filed hy HMI rrrnimittee These repOltS show the

folio wing payments to Mr. Trent

Date
9/30709 $ 1,500.00 Campaign logistical, Phones

10/30/09 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
11/03/09 371.92 Travel expenses
11/30709 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
12/30709 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
12/30/09 549.86 Mileage ft Supplies Reim.
1/30710 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
2/28/10 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
3/10710 415.20 Travel expenses reim.
3/30/10 2,000.00 Campaign logistics
3/31/10 314.71 Mileage, Event Registration
Total $15,151.69
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For your information, I have also attached the internal billings from Mr. Trent to the Committee
that provide additional detail with respect to the reimbuiscment to Mr. Trent for certain
expenses.

I hope this assists you inyour review of the facts regarding the complaint As detailed
herein, aU of the items raised m the complaint are whl^ I had considered providing
affidavits to you to support the ftctiial statements m this letter. I have not done that at this time
because I wanted to give you an opportunity to review mis response and let me know if there are
other items in the complaint that you want me to address. Once I have been able to detennine
whether there are any other items mat you would like to see addressed, I would be glad to obtain
supporting affidavits from the recipients of your mitial letter. Please contact me to discuss this.

If I can provide any additional information, please contact me.

Sincerely,

JCT3/pb

Enclosures
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State of Missouri

9

if!

WHEREAS,

Robin Carnahan
Secretary of State

CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION

Bitty Long Auctions, LUC
LC0937786

filed ill Articles of Organization with mis oflBoe on the 29th day of December, 2008, and that
filing wai found to confonn to the Mmoun Tjmited Ijability Cfflnptiiy Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ROBIN CARNAHAN, Secretary of State of the State of Missouri, do by
virtue of the authority vetted in me by law, do certify and declare that 00 the 29th day of
December, 2008, the above entity if a Limited Uabilhy Company^oiganized in tbii state and

any liflhti fl>nntlffi1 to I-Jir"ted liinhility Companiefi

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my
hand and cauas to be auued the OREAT SRAli
of the State of Missouri. Done at the City of

this 29th day of December, 2008.

Secietaiy of Stato
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Flit Numbtn
LC09377B6

DittFltod: 12/29/2006
RoWnCamahan

Secretary of State
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